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BOUNTIFUL

BORDER
ST A N D R E WS , F I F E
LEMPSINK GARDEN DESIGN
S AT W I T H I N T H E B E A U T I F U L C O A S TA L T O W N
OF ST ANDREWS, THESE CLIENTS WERE
C O M P L E T E LY R E N O VAT I N G T H E I R H O U S E
AND REQUIRED A LARGE BORDER BURSTING
W I T H P L A N T S T O M AT C H T H E I R N E W D E S I G N
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n St Andrews, a town located on the East Coast of Fife in
Scotland, 10 miles South East of Dundee and 30 miles North
East of Edinburgh, this garden needed to match the design and feel
of the clients renovated property. Lempsink Garden Design, run by
Lisa Lempsink, was required to create a large border in their front garden
that would not only give them year-round colour, structure and interest,
but also would act as a visual screen so that passers-by wouldn’t be able
to see into their house. The clients wanted plants at the back of the
border to eventually reach two metres in height and be comprised
of flowering shrubs and spring bulbs.
Design and build
The planting design considered not only the client brief but also the
soil and weather conditions, alongside the geographical location of the
garden. Due to the garden being right on the coast, the plants were going
to have to endure harsh cold winds and salt-laden spray from the sea.
Shrubs alone can often give a very stagnant feel to a larger border,
with little movement, therefore the suggestion was made to mix these
up with ornamental grasses. Situated near the coast, the movement
of grasses created by the wind added life. Lisa wanted to not
only focus on the texture, but also the different sounds they create.
The grasses also add structure and interest in the winter months.
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PROJECT
D E TA I L S
Project value
£5k
Build time
5 months
Size of project
Small/medium
planting

Planting was carefully considered, ensuring
that it was bird, bee, butterfly and wildlife
friendly. The planting design started with
evergreens and plants which were to give
interest in the winter, these form the
backbone of the design.
Flowering shrubs known for being robust
to coastal conditions such as: Cytisus, Fuchsia
‘Riccartonii’, Lavandula angustifolia and
Berberis, were used to create year-round colour,
structure and interest. Colourful grasses such as
the steely blue Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’,
were used for their purple hues which look great
in the autumnal months.
A pond was to be installed using stone
found in the garden, which dated back to the
1920s. The pond liner was sourced from
Fawcetts and under-liner was created using
old carpets. The pond uses oxygenating plants
and a small solar pump to keep the water clear.
This worked well, attracting large numbers
of birds, along with the combination of
1 Stipa tenuissima, Festuca glauca ‘Intense Blue’,
Lavandula angustifolia ‘Rosea’
2 Stipa tenuissima, pink & white Erica
3 Fuchsia ‘Mrs Popple’
4 Ceanothus ‘Autumnal Blue’
5 Phormium ‘Evening Glow’, Berberis
atropurpurea ‘Nana’
Photographs ©Paul Johnston, Copper Mango Ltd
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flowering shrubs, the pond proved to be
a strong attraction. Water lilies flower
from May to early October.
The plants needed to give year-round
colour, structure and interest as well as being
wildlife friendly. Flowering shrubs which would
fare well to the coastal conditions were used,
such as Cytisus × boskoopii, more Fuchsia and
Lavandula as well as an upright Berberis
thunbergii f. atropurpurea ‘Helmond Pillar’.
Colourful grasses such as the steely blue
Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’ and Panicum
virgatum ‘Squaw’ with its lovely pink-purple hues
in autumn – they even look great with winter
frost on them. Festuca glauca ‘Intense Blue’ looks
good in a mass planting at the front of the pond.
Challenges
A week prior to the planting starting, the
clients decided to incorporate a five-meter
diameter pond into the central area of the
bed. This hadn’t been a requirement for the
initial brief, therefore Lisa was concerned
as to how the planting plan was going to
accommodate the pond. But the clients
were happy to work collaboratively with
Lisa to find a solution.

58 Pro Landscaper / July 2021

Portfolio 2 Lempsink.indd 58

www.prolandscapermagazine.com

17/06/2021 09:23

INSPIRE

DURING WORKS

6 Phormium ‘Evening Glow’, Festuca glauca
‘Intense Blue’
7 Cytisus x boskoopii ‘Boskoop Ruby’
8 Azalea ‘Geisha Pink’, Pinus mugo ‘Hesse’
9 Laburnum anagyroides, Fagus sylvatica f. purpurea
Photographs ©Paul Johnston, Copper Mango Ltd

ABOUT LE MPSINK
GARDE N DESIGN
Lempsink Garden Design was created in 2008
by Lisa Lempsink with the aim of giving clients
individual, finely tuned designs, which are
practical yet stunning. With a design studio
based in central Edinburgh, Lisa Lempsink
has a team of craftsman to deliver what their
clients require. Whether the clients live in the
countryside or the city, want a contemporary
or traditional garden, a plantsman’s paradise
or a low maintenance haven, Lisa will work
collaboratively with them to achieve this.

www.lempsink.co.uk

REFERENCES
Plants
McLaren’s Nursery
www.mclarensnurseries.co.uk
R&B Nursery
www.randbnursery.co.uk
Pond liner
Fawcetts Pond Liners
www.fawcettsliners.co.uk
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